	Highlights Of The Small And Medium Enterprises Development Policy
In recognition of the crucial role played by Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the economy, a specific policy for the sector was formulated in 2003 to serve as guidance to all stakeholders involved in development of the sector. The vision of SME Development Policy is to have a vibrant and dynamic SME sector that ensures effective utilization of available resources to attain accelerated and sustainable growth. As such, the SME Development Policy aims to contribute to the achievement of the long-term goals set in National Vision 2025.

The overall objective of the SME Development Policy is to foster job creation and income generation through promoting the creation of new SMEs and improving the performance and competitiveness of the existing ones to increase their participation and contribution to the Tanzanian economy.

In a nutshell, the overall objective, purpose and major strategies of the SME Policy are as summarized below:-

Overall Objective
To contribute to growth and poverty reduction with jobs created and incomes generated by SMEs

Purpose
To improve the participation of newly created and existing SMEs in the economy.

Major Strategies
To improve the legal and regulatory frameworks for SMEs.

To improve SMEs’ access to infrastructure

To improve access to and availability of sustainable business development services (BDS) for SMEs.

To improve access to finance by SMEs.

To strengthen the institutional frameworks for SME development.

To facilitated development of SMEs in rural areas.

Crosscutting Strategies
To mainstream environment, gender and HIV/AIDS issues into interventions under each major strategic intervention area listed above. 



	 


